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DYNAMIC SIGNS indicate the volume, or how h instructions in their Manuscripg,
are written in Italian since ltalian composers W ;

The word piano in Italian means soft; th

the music shO
he first to writé suc
s loud.

soft or loud
ere among t
e word forte mean

The most commonly used dynamW
SH
ITALIAN SIGN EN:)';'t
e p loud
forte J
mezzo piano mp moderately soft
mezzo forte mf moderately loud
pianissimo PP very soft
fortissimo _ﬂ' very loud

Mezzo means moderately; issimo means very.
Dynamic signs arranged in order from very soft to very loud, are: PP, P. MP. ’lﬂf, f ﬁ'

A Gradual Change in Dynamics
Terms used to indicate a gradual chan
from soft to loud or loud to soft are:

ge in volume,

ITALIAN SIGN ENGLISH
crescendo or cresc. —_— gradually louder
diminuendo or dim.
or decrescendo or decresc. — gradually softer
Exercises
n Write the Italian word for I PP
the following dynamic signs: ~ #p Nid
S mf
p —-_—-::_

B Clap the following line, observing the dynamic signs indicated.

WMJ}E:FH

Use every dynamic sign learned above at least once t
(o} : i g
lines beneath the following story. mark the appropriate dynamic signs on the

"Wake up!” whispered Ron to his brother Steven. The boys walked softly out the door. Th heard
or. They

a.
: b
the moderately soft sound of a distant airplane, which b ' ;
fl c.h d, then faded duall eca(r:e gradually louder and roared very loudly 35
ew over head, then faded away gradually. Steven said, “Let" e.
: 2id, “Let's play basketball," in a
moderately loud voice. They shouted a loud "Yes!” as t
g. h. hey ran to the park.
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Tempo Marks

TEMPO is an Italian word meanin

g “rate of speed.” Tempo marks tell how fast or slow the music

should be played. Tempo marks are also written in Italian.

Exercises

ITALIAN

Largo
Adagio

Andante
Moderato

Allegro
Vivace

ENGLISH

Very slow
Slow

Moving along (walking speed)
Moderately

Quickly, cheerfully
Lively and fast

Moderato may be combined with other words:
Allegro moderato = slightly slower than Allegro but quicker than Moderato

A Gradual Change of Tempo
Terms used to indicate a gradual change in tempo are:

ITALIAN

ritardando
accelerando

TERM ENGLISH
ritard. or rit. gradually slower
accel. gradually faster

n In writing music, tempo marks tell the
A very slow tempo marking is

E A lively and fast tempo marking is

n Match the Italian term to its English meaning by writing the correct letter in each blank.

Quickly, cheerfully a. Moderato
Gradually slower b. Vivace
Lively and fast ¢. Adagio
Moderately d. Ritardando
Moving along (walking speed) e. Accelerando
Very slow f. Largo
Gradually faster g. Andante
Slow h. Allegro
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Articulation

Pages 28 and 29 introduced t
loud) a musical selection is to

he words and signs that indicate what speed (slow to fast) and w.rolun:'u:‘e (soft to
be played. In addition, notes may be perfom'n-!d in d;fferentof ways. TF manner
lled ARTICULATION. Legato (see page 19) is one form of articulation.

in which a note is performed is ca
ITALIAN SYMBOL ENGLISH
staccato J r Play the note short and detached.
s The Italian word means ~detached.”
accent J F Play the note louder, with a special emphasis.
(English) >
sforzando §f orfz A sudden, strong accent.
The Italian word means “forcing.”
tenuto _J_ r Hold the note for its full value.
(or ten.) The Italian word means *held.”
A
fermata J r Hold the note longer than its normal value
(approximately twice the normal duration).

Exercises
n Name the articulation symbols below:

J Jor ten.
> f or fz

')

tempo markings, dynamics and other musical symbols.

s J_JTJ_D_;_H

S

Scanned with CamScanner



LEsson 21 m
D.C., D.S., Coda and Fine

To reduce the amount of music needed to notate a piece, several additional Italian words and symbols
are used by composers to indicate repeats.

ITALIAN SIGN ENGLISH

Da Capo D.C. Repeat from the beginning
Dal Segno D.S. Repeat from the sign %
Fine Fine The end

Coda* G An added ending

*When the Coda sign appears in the music, it means to skip directly
to the Coda, which is an added ending usually marked with the same sign.

The Italian words and symbols for repeating are frequently combined.

SIGN ENGLISH
D.C. al Fine  Repeat from the beginning and play to the end (Fine).

1. Play through to the end 2. Return to the beginning 3. Play to Fine
D.C. al Fine

oA L ayIT

D.S. al Fine  Repeat from the sign % and play to the end (Fine).
1. Play through to theend 2. Returnto % 3. Play to Fine

D.S. al Fine

NV TN T

D.C. al Coda Repeat from the beginning and play to ¢, then skip to the @ Coda.

1. Play to D.C.al Coda 2. Return to the beginning  3.Playto @ 4. Skip to @ Coda and play to the end.

O D.C.alCoda O Coda
ol J g Iy ey

D.S. al Coda Repeat from % and play to ¢, then skip to the ¢ Coda
1.PlaytoD.S.alCoda 2.Returnto®  3.Playto ® 4. Skip to § Coda and play to the end.

@ D-S.al Coda @ coda

2 ) JT;Li;J e Ly
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REVIEW OF LESsons 18-21 m

Arrange the following dynamics in order from softest to loudest to softest: mf, pp. f. mp, p. fF.
pp PP

——
———
————

Mezzo (M) means

issimo means

Crescendo (cresc.) means

Diminuendo (dim.) or decrescendo (decresc.) means

Arrange the following tempo marks in order from slowest to fastest:
Andante, Vivace, Adagio, Allegro, Moderato, Largo.

Slowest » Fastest

Allegro moderato means slightly slower than but quicker than

n Ritardando (ritard. or rit.) means

n Accelerando (accel.) means

m Staccato means ; m Tenuto means to

The sign that means to hold a note for longer than its normal value is

Write the word for each symbol:

. ] .

e V

C §fz d.

m The sign that indicates to repeat from the beginning and play to the end is

The sign that indicates to repeat from the % and play to the end is

m What is the term used to identify a separate section that ends a piece of music?

Write the following musical example as it would actually be played without the D.C. al Fine or Fine.

[4] (8] D.C. al Fine

I I ,GL__/‘,J Fiueﬂ
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